Racliael for antistrophe. In the bathroom Harry got
a bottle from a cabinet^ and preceded by labored, heavy
footsteps mounting, Rachaei entered without knocking,
bearing a pitcher of ice water,

"WhyVt y?ai! go5n and play, ef you wants?" she
demanded "What you let that ?oman treat you and
that baby like she do, anyhow?" she demanded of
Harry. "You ought to take and lay her out wid a stick
of wood, Messin' up my kitchen at fos o'clock in de
evening And you ain^t helpin9 none, neither/3 she told
Horace, "Gimme a dram? Mr. Harry, please, suh."

She held her glass out and Harry filled it, and she
waddled heavily from the room. They heard her de-
scend the stairs slowly and heavily on her fallen arches.
"Belle couldn^t get along without Rachel/3 Harry
said* He rinsed two glasses with ice water and set them
on the lavatory. "She talks too much, like all niggers,."
He poured into the two tumblers, set the bottle down.
"To listen to her you'd think Belle was some kind of a
wild animal. A damn tiger or something. But Belle and
I understand each other. You've got to make allowances
for women, anyhow. Different from men. Born con-
trary; complain when you don^t please 5em and com-
plain when you do." He added a little water to his
glass; then lie said, with astonishing irrelevance: "I'd
kill the man that tried to wreck my home like I would
a damn snake* Well, let's take one, big boy."

Presently he sloshed water into his empty glass and
gulped that, too, and he reverted to his former
grievance*

"Can5t get to play on my own damn court," he said.
"Belle gets all these damn people here every day. What
I want is a court where I can come home from work
and get in a couple of fast sets every afternoon, Appe-
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